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T
hank you so much for your contributions 
to this 25th year of operation for Summer 
Stars Camp for the Performing Arts. It was 
a great year. Better still, it was a great 

year to help launch us into the next 25 years of 
Summer Stars.

Camp itself is running better than ever. One 
hundred and twenty-five deserving campers 
from the New York and Boston areas experienced 
a 9 day performing arts camp at absolutely no 
cost to them or their families. Our internal surveys 
(noted elsewhere in this report) show how Summer 
Stars changes the way campers see themselves—
and the world around them.

We’ve grown our community: 2024 saw our 
biggest and best fundraising year ever, highlighted 
by our gala 25th anniversary celebration at 
Fenway Park in March. Over 200 of our staff, 
friends and community attended, and we raised 
over $125,000 for Summer Stars. Plus: It was a 
fun party, with great performances from Curt 
Smith, Broadway Stars and Summer Stars staff 
and campers.

Our base of support has grown—in addition 
to gifts from new and long-time individual 
supporters, we received more grants in 2024 than 
ever, from family foundations like Sonic Boom 
Foundation, The Meehan Family Foundation, 
William P. Anderson Foundation, the Horn 
Foundation and the Michele E. Dufault 
Foundation, plus a substantial increase in 
donations from businesses and professional 
funding organizations like TD Bank, Massachusetts 
Council for the Arts, Rockland Charitable Trust, 
and South Shore Playhouse Associates.

We’re representing our community inside our 
organization in more ways than ever: We have 
camper alumni on our board, on our staff (53% 
are Alumni!) and as Teaching Artists at camp.

Our social media and press outreach continued 
to bring more attention to what we teach and 

how we teach it on 
television, in the 
Boston Globe 
and other print, 
and through our 
social outreach 
partnership this 
Summer with 
Niwaki.

We’re planning a 
Strategy Workshop for 
February 2025 to engage our 
community fully in planning for the next 25 years, 
focusing on our goals of serving even more 
campers, and bringing more of our pedagogy 
and curriculum to our communities. 

We’ve hired our first dedicated grant writer to 
help fund these initiatives. 

And finally I’m pleased to report that Donna 
Milani Luther will focus even more of her time on 
growing the camp beginning July 1. She is retiring 
from her very successful run at Inly School. Her 
full-time work for Summer Stars will allow her 
to raise funds, grow the camp program and 
guide strategic planning for Summer Stars’ next 
25 years. 

We are poised for major success going forward, 
and on behalf of the Board and all of us, let me 
say THANK YOU AGAIN—for your support, your 
contributions and your friendship. We’re thrilled 
to have you as part of our community.

Best,

Steve Stockman
President
Board of Directors
Summer Stars Foundation, Inc.

A Message from the � esident of the Board
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“As we express our gratitude, we must never 

forget that the highest appreciation is not to 

utter words, but to live by them.”
—JOHN F. KENNEDY

A Message from Our Executive Direct� 

Dear Friends of Summer Stars,

With heartfelt gratitude, I reach out to thank you for being an integral 
part of Summer Stars Camp for the Performing Arts as we celebrate 25 
incredible years. Your belief in our mission has been the cornerstone 
of our success, transforming the lives of thousands of young people 
through this unique and life-changing experience.

The journey of transformation begins with courage—our campers 
take a brave step into the unknown, leaving the comfort of home to 
embrace a program filled with challenges, growth, and creativity. Over 
the past quarter-century, we’ve had the privilege of guiding over 2,500 
young people through this journey, witnessing their remarkable growth.

One camper recently shared how their time at Summer Stars impacted their life when asked, “If 
you attended Summer Stars in past years, how has your experience at Summer Stars impacted 
how you show up in school when you return?”

“I’m more social, I work with people better, I’m more confident and kind to people, more caring, 
less judgmental, I have more motivation and a clearer path with life and my journey.”

What an extraordinary testament to the power of this program—and to the generosity of support-
ers like you who make it all possible.

As we look to the future, we are inspired to build on this legacy, supporting more young people 
as they discover their voices, talents, and potential. Together, let’s embark on the next 25 years of 
empowering lives through the arts.

Thank you for being part of our journey.

Warm regards,

Donna Milani Luther
Executive Director
Summer Stars Camp for the Performing Arts
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volunteersCele� ating OurvolunteersCele� ating Ourvolunteers
Each year at Summer Stars, we enjoy the company and hard work of 
about 15 volunteers, who work tirelessly for our campers. We are grateful to 
all who donate their time and talent! Here are a few highlights…

Maggie
Seeing the transfor-
mation of campers 
over the course of the 
week. Also the com-
munity of teachers and 
staff — to be in the 
company of people so 
dedicated to helping 
campers is inspiring 
and nourishing.

Siri
I go back to the real world feeling energized (and 
exhausted), motivated, and thankful to have been 
surrounded by such amazing children and adults. 
I love watching “the shift” so many of us experience 
during the short 10 days.
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volunteersCele� ating OurvolunteersCele� ating Ourvolunteers

� m
I learn every year, about theater, about 

myself, about youth, about race. I also 
enjoy the community pitch-in culture.

Rob
Even with camp going a million miles an hour and 
getting pulled in a hundred directions there are 
moments where we get to sit back and see the joy 
of a non-judged kid perform, someone taking a risk 
and succeeding, or even someone who is beyond 
frustrated and not giving up. Seeing these things not 
only gives me hope for the future for my daughter, 
but also reminds me to take care of others in a way 
that is supportive and nonjudgmental.
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from 40+ 
TOWNS, CITIES AND STATES

By The NumbersSummer Stars 2024By The NumbersSummer Stars 2024By The Numbers

1,260
Volunteer 
Hours

$398,358

23
Teaching Artists 
and Workshop 
Leaders

15+ volunteers

CHARITABLE
FOUNDATIONS

$233,000

EVENTS
$125,585

DONORS
$39,773

CONTRIBUTIONS

TOTAL RAISED

Summer Stars 
Camper Tuition $0

18 IN SUMMER STARS 
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

17 COUNSELORS

campers
125

175+
Individual 
Donors
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Adesuwa Onaghin� 
AGE: 27

ROLE: Lodge leader at camp overseeing 
dorm life and counselor duties.

What do you do outside of Summer Stars?
Outside of Summer Stars, I am a business owner. I 
launched Rose Glamour Events this year, an event 
planning company that focuses on creating 
unforgettable experiences. In addition to running 
my business, I also work in healthcare. In my free 
time, I’m passionate about giving back to my 
community, which is why I regularly volunteer.

How did Summer Stars impact you?
I first attended Summer Stars at 14 years old. Coming 
from New Jersey, it was my first time out of the city, 
and it truly felt like stepping into another world. The 
experience was refreshing and freeing—like the 
best vacation I’d ever had. I spent most of my time 
in the Sing-Sing-Sing class, where everyone’s voice 
was heard and self-confidence was built. Those 
values—listening, inclusivity, and self-assurance—are 
ones I carry into my daily life. Throughout my years 
as a camper and different leadership roles I have 
attained, Summer Stars has helped me grow and 
develop into the person I am today.

What is it about Summer Stars that keeps you 
coming back?
Summer Stars feels like paradise, which is why I keep 
returning year after year. It’s not just a place; it’s 
an experience that offers an escape from life’s 
challenges and an opportunity for self-reflection, 
growth, and connection. Over the years, I’ve 
witnessed firsthand how this camp transforms lives—
not just for the students but for the staff as well.

The sense of community, support, and belonging 
at Summer Stars is unparalleled. It’s a place where 
everyone is encouraged to be their authentic selves, 
and that’s what makes it truly special. Watching 
students thrive and knowing I’ve played a small role 
in their journey is deeply fulfilling. Every year, I leave 
feeling inspired and recharged, and I look forward to 
contributing to this incredible environment for many 
years to come.

How does your work at Summer Stars impact you?
Working at Summer Stars has been one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my life. Many of the students 
face significant challenges outside of camp, and 
knowing that I can provide them with a week of joy, 
understanding, and freedom is incredibly fulfilling. 
It’s more than just teaching or leading—it’s about 
building meaningful connections and creating 
lasting memories.

Over the years, I’ve realized that I learn just as much 
from the students as they do from me. Their resilience, 
creativity, and diverse perspectives continually inspire 
me. The lessons I’ve learned from working with them 
have shaped how I approach challenges in my own 
life. Summer Stars reminds me of the importance of 
empathy, patience, and the power of showing up 
for others. It’s a privilege to grow alongside these 
amazing students every year, and I feel honored to 
be part of their journey.
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Taalib Dibinga -Robinson
AGE: 22

ROLE: Teacher of level 2 hip-hop class and 
workshop on filming self-tape auditions.

What do you do outside of Summer Stars?
Outside of camp, I’m a full-time artist. You can usually find 
me acting, choreographing, or curating my rap projects. 

My mother, Shaumba-Yandje Dibinga, had been bringing 
me along with her every summer as a child to watch her 
classes and explore the camp grounds. I would find myself 
drawn to the campers’ performances. (Open Mic & the 
final showcase.) When I turned 13, I attended as a camper 
and was blessed with the opportunity to take a 2-day 
songwriting workshop taught by Tommi Postley. That class 
unlocked something within me that I wasn’t aware of. He 
taught me about breathing, song structure, and how to 
place your emotions in a rhyme scheme. 

What is it about Summer Stars that keeps you coming 
back?
Since then, I haven’t missed a year. I continuously came 
back not only as a camper but as a leader in training, a 
junior counselor, and now staff going on year five. I would 
try something new every year, whether it was the musical 
theater class, Rock & Soul band or African drumming 
workshops. It didn’t matter because the environment 
that Donna Luther created for us, paired with the genuine 
friendships that I was able to make, allowed me to 
consider Summer Stars a safe haven. It’s almost as if the 
outside world/problems no longer matter when your 
parents drop you off. 

How does your work at Summer Stars impact you?
When I was a counselor, my biggest goal was to connect 
with at least one camper. Not only did I connect with my 
whole group of boys, but I was able to convince a majority 
of them to apply again the following year. My first year as 
a teacher was in 2024, and as nervous as I was, it was the 
campers who made me feel like I was doing something 
positive. The class was simple, though. They choose scenes, 
work on them with their chosen partner(s), and then on 
day two, I film their tapes. We would speak about talent 
agencies, advice for young actors, and everything along 
those lines. I left this year with the same boost in confidence 
that I had in 2015, taking Tommi’s workshop my first year of 
camp. Along with my immediate family, my Summer Stars 
family played a huge part in who I am today and how I 
carry myself as an artist. I don’t plan on missing a year any 
time soon.

When I was a counselor, my biggest goal was to connect 
with at least one camper. Not only did I connect with my 
whole group of boys, but I was able to convince a majority 
of them to apply again the following year. My first year as 
a teacher was in 2024, and as nervous as I was, it was the 
campers who made me feel like I was doing something 
positive. The class was simple, though. They choose scenes, 
work on them with their chosen partner(s), and then on 



SUMMER STARS CAMP FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  |  2023-2024 ANNUAL REPORT 9

On the first and last day of camp, we ask 
our participants some questions. Here is 
what we learned this year:impact!Summer Stars

17% I believe in my ability 
to learn new things.

10% I am comfortable performing 
in front of an audience.

6%
It’s okay to 
make mistakes 
because they 
help me grow.

21%
I enjoy trying 
things outside my 
comfort zone.

92% YES! If given the opportunity, would you like 
to attend Summer Stars next year?

FILL IN THE BLANK:  I used to think __________ , but now I know __________ .

I used to think I was too much, but now I know I was surrounding myself with minds that 
were too small.

I used to think that I wasn’t special, but now I know there will always be a 
spark in me that people will love.

I used to think that I couldn't perform onstage, but now I know I can.

I used to think that dance was the only performing art I’m good at, but 
now I know I’m good at so much more.

I used to think that I was ok, but now I know I am amazing.

I used to think that I wouldn't know what to do, but now I know to be myself.

I used to think that I need my phone, but now I know I don’t.

I used to think I wasn’t a good person, but now I know it was just the people 
around me making me feel that way.

I used to think I am ugly and stupid, but now I know I am amazing.
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At Reach for the Stars, we celebrated 25 years of Summer Stars Camp for the Performing Arts. With over 200 
guests in attendance, we raised $125,000 to support our mission. This milestone allowed us to reflect on the 
incredible journey we've had so far and the profound impact we've had on our campers. As we look ahead, 
we're excited to continue transforming lives for the next 25 years and beyond!

25�  Anniv� sary
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Solar System Sponsor
Sonic Boom Foundation H

Galaxy 
Horn Family Foundation H

Gigi and Leo Meehan* H

Michele E. Dufault Foundation H

Niwaki Global

TD Charitable Foundation

Shooting Stars
William P. Anderson Foundation H

Anonymous

Sarah Hodges

Rina Sinha and Ray Littlefield

Donna Milani Luther and Chick 
Luther H

Northfield Mount Hermon School

Maureen and Thad Palmer H

Rockland Charitable Trust H

Beverly and Irving Swedko H

Orbit
Michelle and Paul Antico

Anne and Man Ching Cheung H

Maggie Dugan and Tim Dunne H

Dick Ferguson* H

Diane and Reg Foucar-Szocki H

James Garrant

Kitty Heusner H

Heidi Hughey H

Inly School H

Jam Master Jay Foundation  
for Music H

Jimmy Juste

Kitty and Mike Liddell

Tomasina and Jim Lucchese

Dan Madison

Mel and Mark McDivitt* H

Tina and Jeff Morris* H

Shar and Robert Musslewhite

Catherine and Dan Phillips

Amy and Jeff Pickel

Katelyn and Thomas Pickering

Lisa and Bob Rivers* H

Linda and Henry Scherich* H

Susi Silesky and Mike Stockman H

Debbie and Steve Stockman* H

Jim Taylor H

Dawn and Jim Tringas

Judi Vigna

Claire Williams

Angela Williams and Chris Dunne

Derek Yoo H

Matt Zhang

Constellation
Andrew Beaumont-Smith

Elisabeth Benjamin

Leigh Bivings H

Tracy and Linwood Boomer

Kathy and Bob Conway H

Kate and David Murdock

Diane Dufault H

Susan Dunne

JoAnna French

Patti Galluzzi H

Melanie Grant

Philip Hopkins

Madelaine Kenyon

Stephanie and Tim Hoffman

Mary Jane Lyder

Karen Metzold H

Karen and Chris Pimental H

Alexa and Stephen Pothier

Rich Reis

Kelly and Adam Russo

William Shephard H

Heather Stephens

Trina Storfer H

Marian Taylor

Chris Wallingford

Lori and Pete Whiting H

Joyce Whitman

Johanna Wood

Individual & Foundation Donors
11.1.23–10.31.24 
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Shining Stars
Katie and Ryan Abo

Betty Bailey H

Kathleen Ball

Laura Barbero Switalski

Rachel Bello

Tasha and Mike Bello

Stacey Best

Robert Bishop

Matthew Burnham

Jean Bystedt H

Christine Campbell

Andrea Canevazzi

Balbina Cardoso H

Kerry Carey

Steve Chaffin

Suzanne Chamberlain

Lisa Cohen

Tara Corcoran

Amy Cowan

Thomas Culver

Kate DeLima

Caroline DeLima Rubb

John DePapp

Mark Desposito H

Mary Dibinga

Beth and David Dochinger

Cristina Doikos H

Peter Donovan

Renee DuChainey-Farkes

Jose Estabil H

Joe Gammal

Michael Gerald-John

Caitlin and Rob Goldman

Don Golini H

Kent Griggs

Chris Haimendorf

Ron Halpern

Father Kevin Hickey

Adam Hirsch

Alexander Horstman

Brian Kane

Charlotte Kells

Skye Kramer

Caitlin Levin

Catherine McGuiggin

Declan McMullen H

Kimberly Menzel

Liz Monroe-Cook

Barbara Moore

Kwame Morris

Nnenna and Stephen Okwor

OrigiNation Cultural Arts Center H

Lizette Perez-Deisboeck

Lisa Pimental and Bob Marlette

Sandra Pimentel

Chrissi Poland

Lena Posden

Mimi Sherlock

Danielle Slavin

Tom Snyder H

Walt Stevenson H

Jenny Swift and Gary Stockman

Erik Sundsted

Wendy Sundsted

Yajaira Tejada

Mikey Walker

Bill Walsh

Alex Whitmore

Kyle Wrentz

Jill Wurster

Friends of Summer Stars
Jennifer Attridge

Lori and Jim Beauregard

Alessia Berti H

Teresa Bien-Aime

Micheline Bisaillon

Lori Black

Steven and Ellen Branfman

Evelyn Castillo

Tien-Lih Chen

Adam Cohen H

Lonnie Cooper

Shakiyah Copening

Leah Dering-Ridley

Nick DeRosa

Daniel DiPalma

Jasmine Edwards

Hibak Farah

Liz Freedman

Shana Garcia

Laurie Griffin

Kendra Hill

Jason Isaacs

Althea Jenkins

Suzanne MacKay

Gerald and Natalie Manning

Holly and Paul McElroy

Maureen McKay

Katherine McMahon

Edmund Metzold

Beth Miller

Najah Muhammad

Stephen Parthum

Tommi Postley

Aaron Richardson

Silvana Roberson

Mabel Rosado	

Healy Sammis

Esther Sibley

Suzanne Siner

Shelley Sommer H

Lloyd Soppe H

Brett Steinberg

Mariama Tejan-Siesay

Wendy Valdez

Kate Vizen

Katie and Doug Walo

Sarah Wenben

Howard Worona H

	

H Multi-Year Supporter

Individual & Foundation Donors
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Summer Stars is presented by the Sonic Boom Foundation and produced 
with the generous support of Northfield Mount Hermon School.


